	Contact:
Nicholas Genesi

Public Relations Manager

Yamaha Marine Engine Systems
Mobile: (470) 898-7278
nicholas_genesi@yamaha-motor.com
	Contact:
Neal Wheaton
Wilder+Wheaton for
Yamaha Marine Engine Systems

Mobile: (404) 317-0698
neal.wheaton@gmail.com


	
	


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Yamaha/Skeeter Team Pro Angler Drew Cook Captures Bassmaster® Elite Win on Santee Cooper Lakes
CLARENDON COUNTY, S.C. – March 22, 2022 –  Yamaha/Skeeter Boats Pro Team member Drew Cook weighed in 24 pounds, 9 ounces on the final day of the Bassmaster® Elite tournament on the Santee Cooper Lakes, taking home the coveted blue trophy and $100,000 grand prize. 
“Yamaha congratulates Drew on an impressive win, which follows on the heels of Jason Christie’s Bassmaster Classic victory for team Yamaha,” said Roxanne Flores, Supervisor, Pro Staff and Dealer Training, Yamaha Marine Engine Systems. “The Yamaha Pro Team is experiencing great momentum as we move further into the Elite season, and we look forward to cheering our anglers on during the next event.”

The angler from Cairo, Georgia held the lead all four days of the tournament and   earned a Century Belt for catching more than 100 pounds with a four-day total of 105 pounds, 5 ounces.
 

“I completely forgot about the Century Belt. That’s cool,” Cook said. “It was a perfect storm this week. I had a blast. I did really well keeping my composure. There were a couple of times this week the wheels could have fallen off. I acted like I had been there before, and it all worked out.” 

  

Spending his time in the Potato Creek region of Lake Marion, Cook caught the majority of his weight in lily pad fields that were located next to deep water.

 

In practice, the female bass he found had not locked onto beds. But come tournament time, they settled close to the only male he found on bed. 

 

“The area was very special. I didn’t know it was that special,” he said. “Because it had deep water that went all the way to the back of it, it reloaded every day. It really did surprise me. I didn’t know that was going to happen. Having 6 feet of water up against the bank in the back is the reason those fish kept coming in there.”

Entering the day with more than a 4-pound lead, Cook started Championship Monday by catching a 5-pound bass he left the previous day in the first hour. However, he didn’t catch his limit until around 1 p.m., and didn’t have his biggest bass until just before 2:30 p.m., a 7-pound, 14 ounce catch that won the Phoenix Boats Big Bass of the Day award and an extra $1,000. 

  

Yamaha/Skeeter Boats Pro team members Brandon Palaniuk and Pat Schlapper finished third and tenth respectively. Palaniuk, with a four-day total of 98-0, fell just shy of the century mark.
 

As part of the Yamaha Power Pay program, Cook claimed an additional $4,000 and Palaniuk earned an additional $1,500 for being the second-highest placing entrant.
 

Yamaha Marine products are marketed throughout the United States and around the world. Yamaha Marine Engine Systems, based in Kennesaw, Ga., supports its 2,000 U.S. dealers and boat builders with marketing, training and parts for Yamaha’s full line of products and strives to be the industry leader in reliability, technology and customer service. Yamaha Marine is the only outboard brand to have earned NMMA®’s C.S.I. Customer Satisfaction Index award every year since its inception. Visit www.yamahaoutboards.com.

REMEMBER to always observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly with a USCG-approved personal floatation device and protective gear. 
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